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I Reading comprehension 

British or American, the language is basically the same, and its global stature is backed up by

massive English-language training programmes, an international business that in textbooks, language courses, tape cassettes, video programmes and computerized instruction — is worth hundreds of millions of pounds or dollars to the economies of the US and the UK. The English language is now one of Britain’s most reliable exports. In the ironic words of the novelist Malcolm Bradbury, it is an ideal British product, ‘needing no workers and no work, no assembly lines and no assembly, no spare parts and very little servicing, it is used for the most intimate and the most public services everywhere. We call it the English language ...‘ Dr Robert

Burchfield, former Chief Editor of the Oxford English Dictionary, has remarked that ‘any literate, educated person on the face of the globe is deprived if he does not know English’.

The first level of the global sway of English is to be found in those countries, formerly British

colonies, in which English as a second language has become accepted as a fact of cultural life that cannot be wished away. In Nigeria, it is an official language; in Zambia, it is recognized as one of the state languages; in Singapore, it is the major language of government, the legal system and education.

QUESTIONS

1. Answer the following questions using your own words. (2 points)

a. Is the teaching of the English language worth a lot of money?

b. According to Bradbury, what is the difference between the English language and

traditional industry? 

2. Are the following statements true or false? (1 point)

a. Dr. R. Burchfield is not the Chief Editor of the Oxford English Dictionary currently. _

b. Malcom Bradbury is a novelist that works at an assembly line. _

3. Find a word or phrase in the text which, in context, is similar in meaning to: (1

point)
a. Essentially: ____________________

b. That can be trusted: ____________________

4. Choose a, b or c in each question below. Only one choice is correct. (2 points)

1. The English Language

a. is a good source of money for UK and USA.

b. is not a good source of money for UK and USA.

c. is a good source.

2. The English Language

a. has not been accepted in the British colonies.

b. has been accepted in the British colonies.

c. has become obsolete in the British colonies.

3. The English language is an official language

a. in Zambia and Singapore.

b. in Nigeria.

c. in Nigeria and Zambia.

4. Dr. Robert Burchfield

a. is not a novelist.

b. works for the OED.

c. worked for the OED. 

II Read the text below and decide which answer (A, B, C or D) best fits each space. Put your answers in the table below:

(1) _________________ to all corners of the world gets easier and easier. We live (2) __________________ a global village, but how well do we know and (3) __________________ each other? Here is a simple test. (4) __________________  you have arranged a meeting at four o'clock. What time should you expect your foreign business colleagues (5) ________________? If they're German, they'll be (6) __________________ on time. If they're American, they'll probably be 15 minutes (7) ____________________. If they're British, they'll be 15 minutes late, and you should allow up to an hour for the Italians.


When the European Community (8) ___________________ to increase in size, several guidebooks appeared giving (9) ________________ on international etiquette. (10) ___________________ first many people thought this was a joke, (11) ___________________ the British, who seemed (12) __________________ that the widespread understanding of their language meant the (13) __________________ understanding of  British customs. Very soon they had (14) ________________ their ideas, as they realized that they had a lot to learn about how to behave with their (15) ___________________ business colleagues. 

1. A travel


B to travel

C travels

D travelling

2. A for


B in


C at


D from

3. A see


B find


C understand

D advise

4. A imagine


B imagination

C imaginary

D imagined

5. A arrive


B arrives

C to arrive

D arriving

6. A bump


B bingo

C bang


D bring

7. A earliest


B early


C late


D latest

8. A begins


B began

C beginning

D beginner

9. A advise


B advice

C advices

D advisory

10. A on


B in


C at


D from

11. A exclusively

B especially

C extraordinary
D finally

12. A to assign

B to assume

C to aspire

D to assist

13. A corresponding

B correspond

C corresponds

D correct

14. A change


B to change

C changes

D changing

15. A strange


B stranger

C foreign

D foreigner
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III Put the verbs in brackets into the correct tense, Present Perfect Simple or Present Perfect Continuous (put Present Perfect Continuous wherever it is possible):
1. I ______________ (not find) a wife, though I ______________ (look) for one ever since I was twenty.

2. Mary ______________ (rest) in the garden all day because she ____________ (be) ill.

3. He ______________ (write) a novel for the last two years, but he still _______________ (not finish) it yet.
IV Make a new sentence from the question in brackets.
1. (Where did you meet your husband?)

I wonder _____________________________________________________

2. (Have you heard the news about Maria?)

Can you tell me ________________________________________________?

3. (What is your favourite pastime?)

I would like to know ____________________________________________

4. (How long have you been reading that novel?)

I wonder _____________________________________________________ 

5. (Will you accept his business offer?)

I would really like to know _____________________________________________________________ 

	
	5


V Put the following sentences into the reported speech.
1. Sarah said to me: “I have done a very foolish thing!”

__________________________________________________________________ 

2. Mary advised Sarah: “Don’t buy that dress. It doesn’t suit you well.”

__________________________________________________________________ 

3. He wondered: “Where has he put my pencil?”

__________________________________________________________________ 

4. Peter said to me: “I will go to the cinema tomorrow.”

__________________________________________________________________ 

5. The psychiatrist wanted to know: “Are you afraid of the spiders?”

__________________________________________________________________ 
	
	5


VI Put in the missing prepositions.
1. Would you, please, turn ___________ the volume? It’s too loud.

2. When were you born? _______________ December 10th .
3. He was shocked when he heard, but after a while he carried on _____________ his old life.
4. Why is your car parked on the road? We’ve run out _______________ petrol!
5.  I don’t know what’s wrong with her. I haven’t seen her ______________ July.

	
	2,5


VIIChoose and write in the appropriate form of the multi-word verbs.
 get on with
         let down                 figure out      
put out
turn up 

1. I can’t _______________ this _______________. Do you know what it means?

2. We’ll keep looking for your keys. They’ll _________________ very soon.

3. I’ll expect you at 12. Don’t ______________ me ______________, will you?

4. How do you ____________________ you sister? You seem to be very different.
5. Please, ________________ your cigarette. This is a non-smoking area.

	
	2,5


VIII Match a word in A with the definition in B.


A



B


1. to receive



a) happening before the normal or expected time


2. tax




b) reach conclusion

3. prematurely



c) unusual or surprising


4. deduce



d) the money that you have to pay to the  

    government so 







    that it can pay for public services







e) to get or accept sth that is sent or given to you







f) easy to do or to understand; not complicated



1._____________


2. _______________


3. ____________


4. _______________

	
	2


IX Correct the mistake and rewrite the sentences. 

1. He has lost his passport last week.

________________________________________________________

2. I would like to know when did she come home yesterday.

________________________________________________________ 

3. He told her not to lost the book he gave her.
_________________________________________________________ 

4. Teenagers are often rude on their parents.

__________________________________________________________
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